
Copyright Guidance 

Copyright law protects the original expression of an idea in a tangible form, such as a book, article, 
presentation, photograph, or music. Copyright not only protects the original expression of an idea, but 
also includes the exclusive rights to reproduce the work, distribute copies, and prepare derivative works 
of the original. Copyright does not protect ideas in a non-tangible form or facts. 

Just because something is available to the public or does not have a copyright notice does not mean it is 
in the public domain and may be freely used. Copying an article, image, or music for educational 
purposes does not automatically constitute fair use. Yes, the presentation you are giving is educational, 
but it does not meet all the requirements under fair use. If a speaker uses a copyrighted work without 
first obtaining permission, the copyright owner could potentially take action against the speaker. 

Speakers should look for works with a Creative Commons (CC) license. A CC license is a public copyright 
license that enables the free distribution of an otherwise copyrighted work. A CC license is used when an 
author wants to give people the right to share, use, and build upon a work that they have created. Some 
CC licenses have been designated for non-commercial use, so you should avoid those works. 

Speakers must obtain specific permission before reproducing, modifying, or otherwise using materials 
owned by others. Citing a source does not count as permission. See a sample request for permission. 
When in doubt, ask permission or do not include the item.  

Sources for public domain items- 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Main_Page 

https://stocksnap.io/ 

https://picjumbo.com/ 

http://www.picdrome.com/ 

https://creativecommons.org/  
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